
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

NCCL Convocation (re)Discover the Spirit of Truth – May 17-21, 2020 in Dubuque: 

 

Join colleagues from around the 

country and around our diocese in 

Dubuque Iowa for YOUR national 

conference.  This is the 

professional development for 

catechetical leaders (youth 

ministry, religious education, adult 

faith formation, RCIA or 

sacramental preparation teams) as 

well as evangelization leaders.   

 

Since the NCCL Convocation is in our province (the province of Dubuque) you receive a 

substantial discount for registration.  You can register at a local rate discount of $275.00 until 

January 15, 2020.  The price will increase to $305.00 on January 16, 2020.  This is a $20.00 

discount from the regular early bird registration fee.   

 

The discount will help you offset expenses for gas and hotel rooms.  Here is a link to the hotels 

available for the NCCL Convocation https://nccl.org/convocation2020travelaccommodations/.    

 

The NCCL Convocation is ideal for anyone who is engaged in any aspect of lifelong formation 

in faith.  Whether you are full-time, part-time, or volunteer, you will find opportunities to grow 

deeper in your faith, network with people across the country who have similar ministry 

environments, and being inspired by some of the best national speakers in the field of faith 

formation and evangelization.  Speakers for this year’s convocation include: 

 Fr. Augustino Torres 

 Carole Eipers  

 Mike Patin 

 Fr. Frank DiSiano 

 Joe Paprocki 

 John Angotti 

 Tom Quinlan 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
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https://nccl.org/convocation2020travelaccommodations/


 Charlene Katra 

 

To find a complete schedule, speaker biographies and registration information please use this 

link: https://nccl.org/convocation2020/.  My wife and I will be leading a Field of Dreams 

excursion which I am sure will be very memorable.   

 

Please contact me if you have any questions about the NCCL Convocation.  Another person who 

continually attends in Deb Purcell from St. Boniface parish in Waukee.  Please contact her at 

DPurcell@stbonifacechurch.org.  I look forward to seeing you in May in Dubuque Iowa.   

 

Save the Date – January 23 – Ministry Workshop on Eucharist & Evangelization: 

 

Thanks to our CLADD Leadership Team 

(Theresa, Kelly, Bernie, Jane Ann, Julie and Tom) 

the idea surfaced last summer to have 

programming this year focused on renewing the 

essential relationship of liturgy and 

evangelization.  We began working with Father 

Trevor Chicoine and approached one of the top 

experts in the nation, Father Paul Turner.  The 

result of this work is a professional ministry 

development workshop focused on pastoral 

renewal that is designed for the entire parish 

leadership team (pastor; deacons; pastoral 

musicians and liturgists; leaders in religious 

education, youth ministry, RCIA and sacramental 

preparation; Catholic School administrators, and 

pastoral associates).  .   

 

Attached is the ministry workshop flyer with more details about the program.   

 

Register today by returning the bottom portion of the flyer to Sherri Simmer at the Pastoral 

Center offices or registering your parish team, or yourself, by e-mailing her at 

ssimmer@dmdiocese.org.   

 

Real Presence – Jesus is really present in the Eucharist.  Am I?: 

 

In advance of the January 23 Workshop, you will find an 

article by Sr. Kieran Sawyer, SSND that addresses the 

issue of Real Presence from her years of experience as a 

catechist.  In fact Sister really exposes how surveys can 

be misleading because their language selections are not 

accurate.  I propose you read this and share with those 

who work with people of all ages learning more about 

their faith.  This article is courtesy of our colleagues at 

the Center for Ministry Development.   

https://nccl.org/convocation2020/
mailto:DPurcell@stbonifacechurch.org
mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org


Programming from John and Teri Bosio for marriage enrichment: 
 

The family is that core of our catechetical and evangelization efforts.  Teri 

and John Bosio have a variety of resources for marriage enrichment.  Their 

books and programs are designed to help Catholic Parishes support married 

couples with programs that have a positive message about marriage and are 

grounded in our Catholic Tradition. 

 

Resources include 

 Six Jars of Love 

 Happy Together 

 Six Dates for Catholic Couples 

 Blessed is Marriage 

 The Beatitudes 

 The Virtues 

 

 

https://www.happy-together.net/six-jars-of-love-book/
https://www.happy-together.net/happy-together-book/
https://www.happy-together.net/six-dates-for-catholic-couples/
https://www.happy-together.net/blessed-is-marriage-book/
https://www.happy-together.net/the-beatitudes-a-couples-s-path-to-greater-joy/
https://www.happy-together.net/the-virtues-a-program-for-couples/

